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no longer any deliberations upon the state of affairs,
in which the young might profit by the counsels of the
old, and the army profit by the discussions of all. The
young officers talked only of play and women; the old,
of forage and equipages; the generals spent half their
time in writing costly despatches, often useless, and
sending them away by couriers. The luxury of the
Court and city had spread into the army, so that deli-
cacies were carried there unknown formerly. Noth-
ing was spoken of but hot dishes in the marches and
in the detachments; and the repasts that were carried
to the trenches, during sieges, were not only well
served, but ices and fruits were partaken of as at a fete,
and a profusion of all sorts of liqueurs. Expense
ruined the officers, who vied with one another in their
endeavours to appear magnificent; and the things to
be carried, the work to be done, quadrupled the num-
ber of domestics and grooms, who often starved. For
a long time, people had complained of all this; even
those who were put to the expenses, which ruined
them; but none dared to spend less. At last, that is
to say, in the spring of the following year, the King
made severe rules, with the object of bringing about
a reform in this particular. There is no country in
Europe where there are so many fine laws, or where
the observance of them is of shorter duration. It often
happens, that in the first year all are infringed, and in
the second, forgotten. Such was the army at this time,
and we soon had abundant opportunities to note its
incapacity to overcome the enemies with whom we had
to contend.

The King wished to open this campaign with two